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INTRODUCTION 

The Qur’an is widely regarded not only as the central religious text of Islam but also as a 

linguistic and literary masterpiece that has shaped the development of Arabic language and rhetoric for 

over fourteen centuries. Its unique style, eloquence, and profound impact on listeners and readers alike 

have been subjects of scholarly attention from the earliest periods of Islamic intellectual history. Among 

the various aspects of its linguistic excellence, the science of Balaghah, or Arabic rhetoric, occupies a 

central place. Balaghah, which encompasses eloquence, stylistic devices, and the art of effective 

communication, serves as a critical framework for understanding how the Qur’an conveys its meanings 

in ways that are both aesthetically powerful and semantically precise. Studying the structure and 

function of Balaghah in the Qur’an provides valuable insight into the divine communication strategy 

and the interplay between linguistic form and theological content (Aflisia et al., 2021). 

In classical Arabic rhetoric, Balaghah is generally divided into three primary branches: Ilm al-

Ma’ani (the study of meanings), Ilm al-Bayan (the study of clarity and figurative expressions), and Ilm 

al-Badi’ (the study of embellishments and aesthetic devices). Each of these disciplines offers tools to 

analyze how meaning is constructed, enhanced, and beautified in speech. The Qur’an demonstrates 

mastery over all three, presenting messages in ways that are contextually appropriate, emotionally 

engaging, and intellectually persuasive. This intricate rhetorical design is not incidental; rather, it is 

integral to the Qur’an’s function as a guide, a reminder, and a challenge to both believers and skeptics. 

By exploring the structure and function of Balaghah within the Qur’anic text, one can appreciate not 

only its literary brilliance but also its strategic communication methods (Saiin et al., 2022). 

 

 
 
 

AL VADAUKAS 
   Journal of Education and Islamic Studies 

Vol. 1 No. 1 August (2025) 
ISSN: XXXX-XXXX (Print) ISSN: XXXX-XXXX (Electronic) 

Open Access:  https://jurnal.ypiskhairulimam.com/al-vadaukas/index 
 

 

The Structure and Function of Balaghah in the Qur’an: A Conceptual 

Analysis Based on Arabic Linguistics 
 
Pipin Armita1*, Mohd Faizulamri Mohd Saad2 
1Institut Sains Al-Qur’an Syekh Ibrahim Rokan Hulu Riau, lndonesia 
2Universiti Kebangsaan MaIaysia, SeIangor, MaIaysia 

 
pipinarmita@isqsyekhibrahim.ac.id 

faizam@ukm.edu.my     
 

Article Info : 

Received: 

01-08-2025 

Revised:  
03-08-2025 

Accepted: 

07-08-2025 
 

 

 

ABSTRACT  
This study examines the structure and function of Balaghah in the Qur’an through a conceptual 
analysis based on Arabic linguistics, integrating both classical rhetorical theory and modern 

linguistic perspectives. It explores how the disciplines of Ilm al-Ma‘ani, Ilm al-Bayan, and Ilm al-

Badi‘ are embedded within the Qur’anic text to create a harmonious interplay between form and 

meaning, enhancing its persuasive, moral, and spiritual impact. The research adopts a qualitative 
approach, combining conceptual analysis with an extensive literature review of classical tafsir, 

foundational works in Arabic rhetoric, and contemporary linguistic studies. Findings indicate that 

the Qur’an’s rhetorical design is not merely ornamental but serves strategic communicative 

purposes, including persuasion, moral guidance, memorability, and fostering spiritual reflection. 
Comparative analysis reveals a strong continuity between classical recognition of the Qur’an’s 

inimitability and modern appreciation of its communicative sophistication, while also identifying 

shifts in interpretive emphasis. The study concludes that understanding Balaghah enriches 

Qur’anic interpretation, advances Arabic linguistic scholarship, and contributes to broader 
rhetorical theory, offering valuable insights for interdisciplinary research. 
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From a linguistic perspective, the Qur’an’s use of Balaghah reflects a deep alignment between 

form and meaning. The arrangement of words, the rhythmic patterns, and the choice of metaphor or 

simile all contribute to the intended emotional and cognitive effect on the audience. For example, verses 

of warning often employ short, emphatic sentences with sharp phonetic endings, enhancing the sense 

of urgency. Conversely, verses describing paradise and divine mercy use flowing rhythms and softer 

phonetic patterns, evoking a sense of peace and beauty. Such deliberate orchestration of linguistic 

devices exemplifies the Qur’an’s ability to employ Balaghah not merely for aesthetic purposes but as 

an essential part of its message delivery (Aflisia et al., 2021). 

The historical context of Arabic rhetoric prior to the Qur’an reveals that pre-Islamic poetry and 

oratory already valued eloquence and mastery of language. However, the Qur’an’s rhetorical style was 

unprecedented, both in its structural composition and in the breadth of its thematic coverage. Unlike 

human speech or poetry, it blended moral exhortation, legal injunctions, theological discourse, and vivid 

imagery in a manner that defied classification within the existing literary genres of the time. This 

distinctiveness challenged the most eloquent speakers and poets of the era, many of whom 

acknowledged its inimitable nature. The science of Balaghah, as later codified by Muslim scholars, 

owes much of its development to the attempt to understand and explain the rhetorical power of the 

Qur’an (Noruddin et al., 2022). 

Analyzing the structure of Balaghah in the Qur’an involves identifying how various rhetorical 

devices are organized within the text to achieve specific communicative objectives. Parallelism, 

contrast, repetition, metaphor, and hyperbole are among the tools the Qur’an uses to emphasize meaning 

and aid memorization. The sequencing of ideas often follows a pattern that builds tension and then 

offers resolution, guiding the listener through a carefully crafted emotional and intellectual journey. 

The study of such structural patterns reveals the Qur’an’s sophistication in managing audience 

engagement, ensuring that the message resonates deeply across different contexts and audiences 

(Abdullah, 2002). 

The functional dimension of Balaghah in the Qur’an goes beyond ornamentation; it serves 

pragmatic purposes in persuasion, education, and moral formation. The Qur’an addresses diverse 

audiences, including believers, disbelievers, hypocrites, and the People of the Book, each requiring a 

different rhetorical approach. Through varying tone, style, and imagery, the Qur’an adapts its message 

to the specific psychological and social conditions of its audience. This adaptability reflects a 

sophisticated understanding of human communication principles, many of which align with modern 

linguistic and rhetorical theories. Thus, the study of Balaghah in the Qur’an bridges classical Arabic 

literary tradition with contemporary linguistic analysis (Syihabuddin et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, Balaghah in the Qur’an plays a vital role in reinforcing the text’s memorability. 

Oral transmission was central to the preservation of the Qur’an, and rhetorical devices such as rhythm, 

assonance, and alliteration facilitated memorization and recitation. These features not only aided early 

Muslim communities in preserving the text but also ensured that its meanings were internalized and 

reflected upon during recitation. The aesthetic appeal of the Qur’an’s rhetoric thus serves a functional 

purpose, embedding divine guidance in the hearts and minds of its audience through repeated 

engagement with the text (Syakhrani & Rahli, 2023). 

Scholarly engagement with the Balaghah of the Qur’an has a long and rich history. Early 

exegetes like al-Jahiz, al-Raghib al-Isfahani, and later luminaries such as al-Zamakhshari and al-

Baydawi incorporated rhetorical analysis into their tafsir works. In the modern era, linguistic scholars 

have revisited these classical insights through the lens of structural linguistics, discourse analysis, and 

semiotics, further enriching the understanding of Qur’anic rhetoric. These studies reveal that Balaghah 

is not merely an ancillary aspect of Qur’anic studies but is central to grasping the text’s communicative 

power and theological depth (Abdurrahman et al., 2023). 

Given the centrality of Balaghah in conveying the Qur’an’s message, it becomes essential to 

approach its study through a combination of conceptual analysis and literature review. Conceptual 

analysis allows researchers to dissect the fundamental components and theoretical underpinnings of 

Balaghah, while a literature review situates the discussion within the broader academic discourse. Such 

a dual approach ensures that the study is grounded in established scholarship while also contributing 

fresh insights to the field. This methodological framework enables a comprehensive examination of 

both the structure and function of Balaghah, providing clarity on how rhetorical devices operate within 

the Qur’anic discourse (Armita, 2025). 
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Ultimately, the investigation into the structure and function of Balaghah in the Qur’an is not 

only a linguistic or literary pursuit but also a means of deepening one’s engagement with the divine 

message. Understanding how the Qur’an uses language to inspire, challenge, and guide its audience 

enriches the spiritual experience of recitation and reflection. It also affirms the Qur’an’s enduring 

relevance, as its rhetorical strategies continue to speak powerfully to audiences across cultures and eras. 

By appreciating the artistry embedded in its language, scholars and readers alike can approach the 

Qur’an with renewed awe and comprehension, recognizing that its eloquence is inseparable from its 

guidance. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS  

This study adopts a qualitative research methodology with a focus on conceptual analysis and 

an extensive literature review (Miles et al., 2014). The qualitative approach is employed to explore the 

structure and function of Balaghah in the Qur’an by examining rhetorical patterns, linguistic devices, 

and stylistic features within selected verses (Lou et al., 2021). Conceptual analysis is applied to 

deconstruct the theoretical components of Balaghah as understood in the classical Arabic rhetorical 

tradition, including Ilm al-Ma‘ani, Ilm al-Bayan, and Ilm al-Badi‘. This analytical framework allows 

for an in-depth examination of how these rhetorical elements operate in the Qur’anic text, their 

structural arrangements, and their communicative functions (Budianto, 2022). Data for the conceptual 

analysis is drawn from primary sources, namely the Qur’an itself, supported by classical tafsir works 

and seminal texts in Arabic rhetoric, ensuring that interpretations remain rooted in authoritative 

scholarly traditions (Kawulich et al., 2016). 

The literature review component of the methodology involves the systematic collection, 

evaluation, and synthesis of relevant scholarly works from both classical and contemporary sources 

(Creswell, 2014). Classical sources include foundational rhetorical treatises by scholars such as al-Jahiz, 

al-Raghib al-Isfahani, al-Zamakhshari, and al-Baydawi, while contemporary studies incorporate 

insights from modern Arabic linguistics, discourse analysis, and rhetorical criticism. The review aims 

to identify patterns, thematic trends, and scholarly debates surrounding Balaghah in the Qur’an, 

providing a historical and theoretical context for the conceptual analysis (Qowim, 2020). By integrating 

these two methodological components, conceptual analysis and literature review, the study seeks to 

produce a comprehensive understanding of the Qur’an’s rhetorical structure and its functional role in 

conveying meaning, persuading audiences, and enhancing memorability (Connaway & Radford, 2021). 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Structural Components of Balaghah in the Qur’an 

The structural components of Balaghah in the Qur’an reflect a sophisticated integration of 

classical rhetorical sciences, namely Ilm al-Ma‘ani (the science of meanings), Ilm al-Bayan (the science 

of clarity and figurative expression), and Ilm al-Badi‘ (the science of embellishment and aesthetic 

devices). These three dimensions work together to create a multi-layered discourse that is both 

intellectually compelling and emotionally resonant. In Ilm al-Ma‘ani, the arrangement of syntactic 

structures is carefully tailored to the intended meaning, with variations in sentence order, emphasis, and 

ellipsis used to guide the reader or listener toward specific interpretations. In Ilm al-Bayan, figurative 

devices such as simile, metaphor, and allegory are employed not only for beauty but also to convey 

abstract concepts through tangible imagery. Ilm al-Badi‘, meanwhile, enriches the text through devices 

such as assonance, alliteration, and antithesis, producing a stylistic elegance that enhances memorability 

and recitational impact (Rahman et al., 2018). 

One of the most striking features of the Qur’anic structural design is its ability to seamlessly 

blend these rhetorical disciplines within a single verse or passage. A single ayah may exhibit syntactic 

variation that adds emphasis (Ilm al-Ma‘ani), employ metaphor to illustrate a theological truth (Ilm al-

Bayan), and include rhythmic patterns or phonetic symmetry (Ilm al-Badi‘), all in service of the same 

communicative purpose. This intricate layering is neither accidental nor ornamental; it is a deliberate 

strategy that reflects both divine wisdom and a mastery of human language that defies imitation. The 

Qur’an’s structure is thus not a static arrangement of words but a dynamic interplay of meaning, 

imagery, and sound (Rohman & Taufiq, 2022). 

The sentence arrangement in the Qur’an demonstrates a keen sensitivity to both meaning and 

impact. Short, emphatic clauses often appear in contexts of warning or judgment, creating a sense of 
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urgency and finality. Longer, flowing sentences are more common in narratives or descriptions of divine 

mercy, fostering a contemplative and serene mood. This manipulation of sentence length and rhythm is 

central to Ilm al-Ma‘ani, as it aligns the formal structure of speech with its thematic purpose. Parallel 

structures, in which phrases are balanced in syntax and length, are also a frequent device, reinforcing 

key messages through repetition and symmetry (Fauzani et al., 2025). 

Parallelism in the Qur’an serves multiple purposes beyond mere aesthetic appeal. Structurally, 

it creates a rhythmic cadence that enhances oral delivery, a crucial factor in the Qur’an’s original mode 

of transmission. Thematically, it allows for contrast and comparison, as in verses that juxtapose the fate 

of believers with that of disbelievers. This juxtaposition is further heightened by careful lexical choice 

and syntactic alignment, ensuring that the comparison is both clear and impactful. Through such 

structural techniques, the Qur’an guides the audience’s emotional and intellectual response, directing 

them toward reflection and moral decision-making. 

Rhythmic balance is another essential structural element, especially given the Qur’an’s oral-

recitational character. The alternation of sounds, the harmony between stressed and unstressed syllables, 

and the placement of pauses all contribute to an auditory experience that is as meaningful as it is 

beautiful. In many cases, the rhythm mirrors the content: verses about punishment may employ abrupt 

phonetic closures, while those describing divine blessings flow with softer, elongated vowel sounds. 

This interplay of sound and meaning exemplifies the Qur’an’s holistic approach to communication, in 

which every structural choice reinforces the intended message (Rahmadiningsih et al., 2022). 

The integration of Ilm al-Bayan within the structural framework of the Qur’an enhances its 

capacity to communicate complex theological and moral truths. Abstract ideas such as divine justice, 

the afterlife, or spiritual purification are often conveyed through vivid imagery drawn from nature, 

human experience, and familiar cultural references. These figurative expressions are carefully placed 

within the verse structure to ensure maximum clarity and emotional resonance. For instance, metaphors 

of light and darkness, woven into the rhythmic and syntactic design of a passage, serve not only to 

illustrate moral states but also to create a sensory impression that lingers in the listener’s mind. 

Similarly, Ilm al-Badi‘ enriches the Qur’anic structure by adding layers of aesthetic refinement. 

Devices such as antithesis, where opposing ideas are placed in close proximity, heighten the dramatic 

effect of a message. Wordplay, phonetic harmony, and the use of rare but precise vocabulary add to the 

text’s uniqueness, making it both memorable and challenging to replicate. These embellishments are 

not superficial; they are embedded within the overall structural logic, ensuring that beauty and meaning 

are inseparable in the Qur’anic discourse (Hai, 2017). 

The structural integration of Balaghah in the Qur’an also serves pedagogical purposes. The 

arrangement of ideas, the progression from simple to complex concepts, and the strategic use of 

repetition all aid in the retention and internalization of the message. Repeated refrains or thematic 

motifs, while aesthetically pleasing, also function as mnemonic anchors, allowing listeners to recall key 

teachings with ease. This structural repetition is often paired with slight variations in wording or 

imagery, prompting renewed reflection and preventing the familiarity of repetition from dulling its 

impact (Ali, 2023). 

In conclusion, the structural components of Balaghah in the Qur’an represent a harmonious 

fusion of meaning, clarity, and beauty. The integration of Ilm al-Ma‘ani, Ilm al-Bayan, and Ilm al-Badi‘ 

within the text’s sentence arrangements, parallelism, and rhythmic patterns creates a discourse that is 

at once intellectually rigorous and emotionally engaging. Every structural choice, from the placement 

of a pause to the selection of a metaphor, contributes to the Qur’an’s enduring power as both a literary 

masterpiece and a divine message. Understanding these structural dimensions deepens one’s 

appreciation of the Qur’an’s rhetorical genius and offers valuable insights for both classical and modern 

studies of Arabic linguistics (Taufiqurrochman, 2010). 

 

Functional Role of Rhetoric in Conveying Meaning 

The functional role of rhetoric in conveying meaning within the Qur’an is inseparable from its 

mission as divine revelation intended to guide, persuade, and transform human hearts and minds. The 

Qur’an is not a mere compilation of doctrines and laws; it is a living discourse that actively engages its 

audience through a wide array of rhetorical strategies. These strategies are deliberately employed to 

appeal to both reason and emotion, ensuring that its message penetrates deeply into the consciousness 

of its listeners. By skillfully combining beauty of expression with depth of meaning, the Qur’an achieves 
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a form of communication that is at once intellectually compelling and spiritually moving. This blend of 

aesthetics and substance is central to its effectiveness in persuasion, moral guidance, and spiritual 

reflection (Saihu, 2021). 

One of the most significant functions of Qur’anic rhetoric is persuasion. The Qur’an addresses 

a diverse audience composed of believers, skeptics, and outright opponents, each requiring a different 

approach. It employs logical argumentation to appeal to reason, using evidence from nature, history, 

and human experience to establish its claims. Alongside rational proofs, it also uses emotionally charged 

language to stir the conscience and awaken a sense of urgency. This dual appeal ensures that the 

Qur’an’s message resonates across intellectual and emotional registers, making it more likely to 

influence attitudes and behaviors. The artful use of rhetorical devices allows these appeals to be 

delivered with clarity and impact, bridging the gap between abstract theological truths and the lived 

experiences of the audience (Pasya, 2004). 

In its role as a source of moral guidance, the Qur’an uses rhetorical techniques to make ethical 

principles vivid and memorable. Moral injunctions are often framed in contrasting imagery, juxtaposing 

the consequences of righteous conduct with those of sinful behavior. Such contrasts serve to sharpen 

the moral choice before the listener, making it difficult to remain indifferent. By embedding moral 

lessons within compelling narratives, parables, and vivid descriptions, the Qur’an transforms abstract 

ethical concepts into concrete, relatable realities. This rhetorical framing not only clarifies the intended 

moral message but also reinforces it through repetition, rhythm, and thematic coherence (Shihab, 2005). 

The Qur’an’s rhetoric also plays a vital role in fostering spiritual reflection. Verses that describe 

the majesty of creation, the vastness of the cosmos, or the inevitability of the afterlife are often 

constructed with rhythmic and phonetic patterns that invite slow, contemplative recitation. The sound 

of the words, the flow of the sentences, and the imagery they evoke work together to create an 

atmosphere of awe and reverence. In this way, rhetorical form becomes a spiritual tool, guiding the 

listener into a state of mindfulness and humility before the divine. The structural elegance of these 

passages is not merely ornamental; it is essential to their function as catalysts for deep spiritual 

engagement. 

The relationship between linguistic form and theological content in the Qur’an is one of mutual 

reinforcement. Linguistic choices are never arbitrary; they are selected to suit the theological point 

being made. For example, when the Qur’an speaks of divine mercy, it often employs soft consonants 

and elongated vowels, creating a phonetic softness that mirrors the gentleness of the concept. 

Conversely, descriptions of divine punishment may feature abrupt, harsh sounds that evoke a sense of 

severity. These phonetic and structural elements are integral to how the message is perceived and felt, 

showing that meaning in the Qur’an is as much a matter of sound and rhythm as it is of semantic content 

(Wahyudi et al., 2020). 

Rhetorical devices also enhance comprehension by making complex ideas accessible. The use 

of simile and metaphor allows the Qur’an to communicate abstract spiritual realities in terms that are 

grounded in human experience. By likening the fleeting nature of worldly life to withering vegetation 

after rainfall, for example, the Qur’an conveys the concept of impermanence in a way that is 

immediately understandable and visually vivid. Such rhetorical strategies bridge the gap between the 

seen and the unseen, enabling listeners to grasp profound truths that might otherwise remain abstract 

and distant. 

Emotional engagement is another key outcome of the Qur’an’s rhetorical design. By evoking 

fear, hope, love, and longing, the text invites its audience into an emotional relationship with its 

message. This emotional connection is not manipulative; rather, it is a means of awakening the moral 

and spiritual faculties that may lie dormant. Through repeated refrains, parallel structures, and carefully 

chosen imagery, the Qur’an creates an emotional rhythm that draws the listener in and holds their 

attention. In doing so, it ensures that the message is not only heard but also felt and internalized 

(Romdhoni, 2012). 

Memorability is a natural result of the Qur’an’s rhetorical artistry. The rhythmic cadences, 

symmetrical structures, and alliterative patterns make verses easier to recall and recite. This is of 

particular importance in a tradition where oral transmission played a central role in preserving the text. 

The beauty of the language encourages repeated engagement, and with each recitation, the meanings 

become more deeply ingrained. In this way, rhetorical form serves as both a mnemonic device and a 
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tool for continuous reflection, ensuring that the Qur’an’s guidance remains present in the believer’s 

daily life (Erfina, 2023). 

In essence, the functional role of rhetoric in the Qur’an is holistic, addressing the intellect, the 

emotions, and the memory in equal measure. Its persuasive strategies aim not only to convince but to 

inspire action. Its moral guidance is framed in ways that make ethical truths compelling and 

unforgettable. Its spiritual reflections are crafted to lead the soul toward humility and devotion. By 

uniting form and content so seamlessly, the Qur’an demonstrates a mastery of communication that 

transcends time and culture, ensuring that its message remains as relevant today as it was at the moment 

of revelation.  

 

Comparative Insights from Classical and Modern Perspectives 

The comparative insights from classical and modern perspectives on Balaghah in the Qur’an 

reveal a fascinating continuity in recognizing the text’s rhetorical mastery, while also highlighting shifts 

in analytical frameworks over time. Classical scholars, such as al-Jahiz, al-Zamakhshari, and al-

Baydawi, grounded their understanding of Balaghah in the traditional sciences of Ilm al-Ma‘ani, Ilm 

al-Bayan, and Ilm al-Badi‘. Their analyses were deeply rooted in the linguistic and cultural context of 

early Islamic civilization, where oratory and poetry were highly valued, and eloquence was a key marker 

of intellectual authority. Modern scholars, in contrast, often approach Balaghah through the lens of 

linguistics, semiotics, and discourse analysis, examining how the Qur’an’s rhetorical structures function 

in a broader theory of communication. Despite methodological differences, both traditions converge on 

the recognition that the Qur’an’s rhetorical composition is unparalleled in its capacity to convey 

meaning and inspire transformation (Fauzani et al., 2025). 

When the results of this study are compared with expectations derived from the literature, there 

is a strong alignment with the longstanding scholarly consensus on the Qur’an’s linguistic inimitability. 

The structural and functional patterns identified here, such as rhythmic balance, parallelism, and the 

interplay between sound and meaning are consistent with features documented by classical rhetoricians. 

Modern scholarship not only confirms these observations but also extends them by situating them within 

contemporary theories of cognition and communication. This dual confirmation strengthens the 

credibility of the results, suggesting that the findings are acceptable not only in light of historical 

scholarship but also when evaluated against modern analytical standards (Hapianingsih & Fadli, 2024). 

In terms of agreement with previous research, the findings resonate strongly with the work of 

scholars who emphasize the integrative nature of Qur’anic rhetoric. Classical exegetes often noted the 

seamless fusion of form and meaning, while modern linguists have demonstrated how these features 

align with universal principles of effective communication. For example, the use of repetition as both a 

mnemonic and persuasive device has been acknowledged in both medieval Arabic rhetoric and modern 

psycholinguistics. This convergence indicates that the Qur’an’s rhetorical strategies are not merely 

products of a specific cultural moment but may reflect broader principles of human cognition and 

persuasion (Abdullah, 2002). 

However, the comparative analysis also reveals subtle differences in emphasis between 

classical and modern perspectives. Classical scholarship often viewed Balaghah primarily as evidence 

of the Qur’an’s divine origin and as a challenge to human eloquence, while modern studies may focus 

more on its functional aspects in communication and literary expression. This difference does not 

represent a conflict but rather a shift in analytical priorities. Where classical scholars were motivated 

by theological affirmation, modern researchers may be driven by descriptive and explanatory goals. 

The coexistence of these perspectives enriches the discourse and provides a more comprehensive 

understanding of the Qur’an’s rhetorical genius (Suryaningsih & Hendrawanto, 2017). 

Alternative explanations for the findings must also be considered. One possible perspective is 

that some rhetorical features identified as unique to the Qur’an may in fact share commonalities with 

pre-Islamic Arabic poetry and prose. The Qur’an’s use of rhythm, parallelism, and metaphor could 

partly reflect the linguistic environment of its revelation, adapting familiar devices to convey its unique 

message. While this does not diminish its inimitability, it suggests that the Qur’an’s rhetorical power 

lies not in inventing devices ex nihilo, but in perfecting and integrating them into a unified, divinely 

inspired discourse. This perspective aligns with the idea that divine communication engages with the 

linguistic resources available to its initial audience while elevating them beyond their customary use. 
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The implications of these findings are significant for both Qur’anic studies and Arabic 

linguistics. For scholars of tafsir, the integration of classical and modern perspectives on Balaghah 

offers a richer interpretive framework that combines theological insight with linguistic precision. For 

linguists and literary theorists, the Qur’an serves as a case study in the enduring power of rhetoric to 

shape meaning, influence audiences, and transmit complex ideas across time and culture. This dual 

relevance underscores the potential for interdisciplinary research that bridges religious studies, 

linguistics, and cognitive science (Ummah, 2021). 

Nevertheless, this study also faces limitations that must be acknowledged. The analysis relies 

primarily on textual examination and secondary literature, which, while valuable, may not fully capture 

the experiential and oral dimensions of Qur’anic rhetoric. Furthermore, the focus on selected rhetorical 

devices means that other important aspects of Qur’anic style, such as narrative structure or thematic 

progression, are not explored in depth. These limitations suggest that the findings, while robust within 

their scope, represent only one facet of a much larger rhetorical landscape (Afni, 2023). 

Future research could address these limitations by incorporating empirical studies of audience 

reception and cognitive processing of Qur’anic rhetoric. Such studies could examine how modern 

listeners, both native and non-native speakers of Arabic, respond to its rhetorical features in recitation 

and reading. Additionally, comparative studies with other sacred texts could yield insights into the 

universality or particularity of certain rhetorical strategies. Expanding the scope of analysis to include 

multimedia interpretations, such as Qur’anic recitation in digital platforms, may also reveal how the 

functional role of rhetoric adapts to new communicative contexts. 

The comparative dialogue between classical and modern perspectives ultimately affirms that 

Balaghah in the Qur’an remains a fertile field for scholarly exploration. The agreement between 

historical and contemporary analyses on key rhetorical features reinforces the text’s enduring 

communicative power, while differences in emphasis open new avenues for inquiry. By recognizing 

both the continuity and evolution in the study of Qur’anic rhetoric, scholars can better appreciate its 

multifaceted nature and the ways in which it continues to inspire reflection, devotion, and academic 

engagement (Noruddin et al., 2022). 

The results of this study are acceptable and valuable because they resonate with centuries of 

scholarship while also offering new insights grounded in modern linguistic analysis. The harmony 

between classical reverence for the Qur’an’s inimitability and contemporary appreciation for its 

communicative sophistication suggests that Balaghah is not merely a historical curiosity but a living 

dimension of the text. This enduring relevance invites continued research that is both faithful to tradition 

and responsive to modern intellectual currents, ensuring that the study of Qur’anic rhetoric remains 

dynamic, interdisciplinary, and deeply meaningful (Abdurrahman et al., 2023). 

 

Implications for Qur’anic Interpretation and Arabic Linguistics  

The implications of understanding Balaghah for Qur’anic interpretation are far-reaching, 

offering exegetes a richer toolkit for uncovering layers of meaning embedded in the sacred text. By 

approaching the Qur’an with an awareness of its rhetorical strategies, interpreters can identify nuances 

in tone, emphasis, and structure that might otherwise be overlooked. For example, shifts in sentence 

order, the strategic use of repetition, or variations in rhythm can signal thematic transitions or changes 

in audience focus. Such observations allow tafsir to move beyond literal translation, enabling the 

interpreter to convey not only the semantic content but also the emotional and aesthetic dimensions of 

the message. This broader interpretive lens reinforces the idea that the Qur’an communicates on 

multiple levels simultaneously, engaging intellect, emotions, and spiritual sensibilities (Noruddin et al., 

2022). 

In the realm of Arabic linguistics, the study of Balaghah in the Qur’an provides a primary 

reference for understanding the highest standard of eloquence in the language. Classical Arabic 

grammar and rhetoric developed, in part, as a response to the Qur’anic challenge of inimitability, 

making the text itself a living repository of linguistic principles. By examining how the Qur’an deploys 

rhetorical devices, linguists can trace the historical evolution of Arabic syntax, semantics, and 

phonetics. Moreover, the Qur’an offers a corpus of data for testing modern linguistic theories related to 

discourse structure, prosody, and pragmatics. Thus, the implications of Balaghah studies extend beyond 

religious scholarship, contributing to the broader field of linguistic science (Syakhrani & Rahli, 2023). 



    Journal of Education and Islamic Studies 

Vol. 1 No. 1 August (2025) 
 

51 
 

For rhetorical theory, the Qur’an presents a unique case study in the interplay between divine 

message and human communicative norms. Its rhetoric simultaneously conforms to and transcends the 

conventions of seventh-century Arabian discourse. The deliberate use of metaphor, parallelism, and 

rhythm reflects an acute awareness of human rhetorical tendencies, while the seamless integration of 

theological depth sets it apart from any purely human composition. Scholars of rhetoric can draw from 

the Qur’an not only to understand traditional Arabic devices but also to expand the theoretical 

boundaries of how rhetoric operates in sacred contexts, where persuasion is intertwined with spiritual 

transformation (Sarnoto, 2021). 

A deeper understanding of Balaghah can also help resolve interpretive debates within tafsir. 

Certain verses that have been the subject of multiple readings can be clarified by examining the 

rhetorical context in which they appear. For instance, a command expressed in a particular syntactic 

structure may be intended as a moral exhortation rather than a legal injunction, a distinction that 

becomes clearer when its rhetorical framing is analyzed. In this way, Balaghah functions as an 

interpretive compass, guiding scholars toward readings that align with the text’s intended 

communicative effect. 

Modern applications of Arabic rhetorical analysis benefit greatly from Qur’anic Balaghah 

studies. In contemporary literary criticism, media discourse, and even political speech, the techniques 

perfected in the Qur’an continue to inspire and inform effective communication. The principles of 

structuring argument, evoking emotion, and creating memorable expressions remain relevant across 

contexts. By studying the Qur’an, modern rhetoricians and communication theorists can gain insights 

into strategies that are timeless in their effectiveness, while also appreciating the ethical dimension that 

underlies Qur’anic rhetoric (Suryaningsih & Hendrawanto, 2017). 

In the pedagogical sphere, incorporating Balaghah into Qur’anic studies fosters a more engaged 

and analytical approach among students. Instead of treating the Qur’an solely as a source of rulings or 

narratives, learners are encouraged to explore how the message is constructed, why certain stylistic 

choices are made, and how form and meaning interact. This method nurtures critical thinking skills and 

deepens the student’s appreciation of the Qur’an’s artistry, creating a holistic understanding that 

integrates linguistic, theological, and ethical dimensions (Shabriyah & Nuruddien, 2022). 

The implications for interfaith and intercultural dialogue are also significant. Presenting the 

Qur’an’s rhetorical beauty to audiences unfamiliar with Arabic or Islamic tradition can open pathways 

for mutual respect and deeper understanding. While the full impact of Qur’anic rhetoric is best 

experienced in its original language, highlighting its structural elegance and communicative strategies 

allows non-Muslims to appreciate it as a masterpiece of world literature. Such appreciation can serve 

as a bridge in conversations about faith, values, and the human search for meaning. 

In academic research, Balaghah provides fertile ground for interdisciplinary studies that 

combine textual analysis with fields such as cognitive linguistics, psychology, and anthropology. 

Exploring how rhetorical structures influence memory retention, moral decision-making, or emotional 

response could yield valuable insights with applications beyond Qur’anic studies. These implications 

underscore the Qur’an’s role not only as a religious text but also as a case study in human 

communication at its highest form (Taufiqurrochman, 2010). 

However, it is essential to recognize that applying Balaghah to interpretation requires 

methodological rigor. Without a strong grounding in both classical rhetorical theory and Qur’anic 

context, there is a risk of overemphasizing stylistic features at the expense of theological content. 

Responsible application demands a balanced approach that respects the text’s sacred nature while 

engaging with it as a complex work of linguistic art. This balance ensures that rhetorical analysis 

enriches rather than distorts the interpretive process. 

Ultimately, the study of Balaghah in the Qur’an enriches tafsir, advances Arabic linguistics, 

and broadens rhetorical theory, creating a dialogue between tradition and modernity. It offers 

interpreters the means to uncover subtle layers of meaning, provides linguists with unparalleled data on 

eloquence and structure, and challenges rhetoricians to consider the unique dynamics of divine-human 

communication. These implications affirm that the Qur’an’s rhetorical mastery is not an isolated feature 

but an integral part of its enduring power to guide, inspire, and transform across centuries and cultures 

(Shabriyah & Nuruddien, 2022). 
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CONCLUSION  

The study of the structure and function of Balaghah in the Qur’an, viewed through both 

classical and modern perspectives, reveals that the text’s rhetorical mastery is a deliberate and integral 

aspect of its divine communication, uniting form, meaning, and purpose in a way that engages intellect, 

emotions, and memory simultaneously. The integration of Ilm al-Ma‘ani, Ilm al-Bayan, and Ilm al-

Badi‘ within its linguistic fabric demonstrates a sophisticated design that not only enhances aesthetic 

beauty but also serves persuasive, moral, and spiritual objectives. This research affirms that classical 

scholarship’s reverence for the Qur’an’s inimitability aligns with modern linguistic findings on its 

communicative efficacy, highlighting a continuity of appreciation across centuries while 

accommodating evolving analytical frameworks. By illuminating how rhetorical strategies shape 

interpretation, foster deeper understanding, and sustain the Qur’an’s enduring influence, the study 

underscores Balaghah’s significance for tafsir, Arabic linguistic research, and rhetorical theory, while 

opening pathways for interdisciplinary exploration that bridges tradition and contemporary scholarship. 

 
REFERENCES  

Abdullah, A. R. S. (2002). Education Theory of Quranic Outlook. Umm al-Qura University Press. 

Abdurrahman, Rais, J., & Zenrif, M. F. (2023). The Relationship between Philosophy, Balaghah, and 

the Qur’an: A Study of Manahij Tajdid Fi an-Nahwi Wa Al-Balaghah Wa at-Tafsir Wa Al-Adab 

by Amin Al-Khuli. Kitabina: Jurnal Bahasa & Sastra Arab, 4(2), 107–15. 

https://doi.org/10.19109/kitabina.v4i02.20550 

Aflisia, N., Hendrianto, & Kasmantoni. (2021). Teaching Balaghah for the Purpose of Appreciation of 

Al-Quran Language. Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Dan Sastra Arab, 4(2), 156–172. 

https://doi.org/10.38073/lughawiyyat.v4i2.537 

Afni, S. (2023). Al-Quran Sebagai Sumber Ilmu Pengetahuan. Al-Murabbi: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 

1(1), 1–17. https://doi.org/10.62086/al-murabbi.v1i1.167 

Ali, M. K. (2023). Tasybih Dalam Ilmu Balaghah. Al Muallaqat: Jurnal Ilmu Bahasa Dan Sastra Arab, 

2(2), 15–25. https://jurnal.stainmajene.ac.id/index.php/almuallaqat/article/view/576 

Armita, P. (2025). Digital Da’wah and Quranic Interpretation: Opportunities, Distortions, and Ethics in 

the Spread of Interpretations on Social Media. International Journal of Islamic Thought and 

Humanities, 4(1), 154–164. https://doi.org/10.54298/ijith.v4i1.421 

Budianto, A. (2022). Legal Research Methodology Reposition in Research on Social Science. 

International Journal of Criminology and Sociology, 9, 1339–1346. https://doi.org/10.6000/1929-

4409.2020.09.154 

Connaway, L. S., & Radford, M. L. (2021). Research Methods in Library and Information Science (7th 

ed.). ABC-CLIO. 

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. 

SAGE Publications. 

Erfina, S. L. (2023). Nilai-nilai Pendidikan Akhlak dalam Al-Quran (Kajian Tafsir Surat An-Nahl Ayat 

90-97). ANWARUL: Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Dakwah, 3(2), 1–16. 

https://doi.org/10.58578/anwarul.v3i2.945 

Fauzani, N. S., Kosim, N., & Fauziah, E. L. (2025). Konsep Tes Materi Al-Isnad dalam Ilmu Ma’ani 

Sebagai Evaluasi Kompetensi Bersastra. El-Badr: Jurnal Pemikiran Dan Peradaban Islam, 1(2), 

11–18. https://jurnal.qolamuna.id/index.php/elbadr/article/view/118 

Hai, K. A. (2017). The Islamic Education Methods in Al-Quran. Jurnal Ta’dib : Journal of Islamic 

Education, 22(1), 48–57. 

Hapianingsih, E., & Fadli, A. (2024). Analisis Kajian Linguistik Modern dalam Pembelajaran Bahasa 

Arab. Al-Lahjah : Jurnal Pendidikan, Bahasa Arab, Dan Kajian Linguistik Arab, 7(2), 804–816. 

https://doi.org/10.32764/lahjah.v7i2.4638 

Kawulich, B., Wagner, C., & Garner, M. (2016). Teaching Research Methods in the Social Sciences. 

Taylor & Francis. 

Lou, W., Su, Z., He, J., & Li, K. (2021). A Temporally Dynamic Examination of Research Method 

Usage in The Chinese Library and Information Science Community. Information Processing & 

Management, 58(5). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ipm.2021.102686 

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldana, J. (2014). Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods 

Sourcebook. SAGE Publications. 



    Journal of Education and Islamic Studies 

Vol. 1 No. 1 August (2025) 
 

53 
 

Noruddin, N., Wahid, N. A., Sulaiman, R. H. R., & Awang, N. A. (2022). The Analysis of Balaghah on 

al-Maradh Verses in The Qur’an. Jurnal Islam Dan Masyarakat Kontemporari, 23(2), 1–13. 

https://doi.org/10.37231/jimk.2022.23.2.634 

Pasya, A. F. (2004). Dimensi Sains al-Qur’an, Menggali Ilmu Pengetahuan dari al-Qur’an. Tiga 

Serangkai. 

Qowim, A. N. (2020). Metode Pendidikan Islam Perspektif Al-Qur’an. IQ (Ilmu Al-Qur’an): Jurnal 

Pendidikan Islam, 3(01), 35–58. https://doi.org/10.37542/iq.v3i01.53 

Rahmadiningsih, I., Putri, F. S., Fitri, F. Z., & Hasbi, M. Z. N. (2022). Makiyah dan Madaniyah. Al-

Mubarak: Kajian Ilmu Al Quran & Tafsir, 7(1), 1–16. https://doi.org/10.47435/al-

mubarak.v7i1.1023 

Rahman, R. A., Ismail, W., & Baioumy, A. A. (2018). The Relation of Balaghah in the Qur’an verses 

with Islamic Faith. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 

8(10), 22–24. http://dx.doi.org/10.6007/IJARBSS/v8-i10/4727 

Rohman, A., & Taufiq, W. (2022). Ilmu Ma’ani dan Peranannya dalam Tafsir. Al-Fanar: Jurnal Ilmu 

Al-Qur’an Dan Tafsir, 5(1), 84–101. https://doi.org/10.33511/alfanar.v5n1.84-101 

Romdhoni, A. (2012). Al-Quran: Memerangi Illiteracy, Mencipta Peradaban Ilmu Pengetahuan. 

Journal of Qur’an and Hadith Studies, 1(1). 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.15408/quhas.v1i1.1318 

Saihu, M. (2021). Isomorphic Learning Model Based on the Qur’an in Early Childhood. Al-Ishlah 

Jurnal Pendidikan, 13(2), 1453–1463. https://doi.org/10.35445/alishlah.v13i2.630 

Saiin, A., Zaitun, & Raadiamoda, A. M. (2022). Determination of Islamic Education Methods: Analysis 

of al-Qiṣah, al-Mau’iẓah, and al-Uswah al-Hasanah as Islamic Family Education Methods. Jurnal 

Pendidikan Islam Indonesia, 7(1), 34–48. https://doi.org/10.35316/jpii.v7i1.453 

Sarnoto, A. Z. (2021). Enlightening Education on Quranic Perspective. Nazhruna: Jurnal Pendidikan 

Islam, 4(3), 712–719. https://doi.org/10.31538/nzh.v4i3.1719 

Shabriyah, N. S., & Nuruddien, M. (2022). The Contribution of Balaghah Science to the Meaning and 

Literature Contained in the Verses of the Qur’an. El-Wasathiya: Jurnal Studi Agama, 10(1), 69–

85. https://doi.org/10.35888/el-wasathiya.v10i01.4830 

Shihab, M. Q. (2005). Logika Agama: Kedudukan Wahyu dan Batas-Batas Akal Dalam Islam. Lentera 

Hati. 

Suryaningsih, I., & Hendrawanto. (2017). Ilmu Balaghah: Tasybih dalam Manuskrip “Syarh Fī Bayān 

al-Majāz wa al-Tasybīh wa al-Kināyah.” Jurnal Al-Azhar Indonesia, 4(1), 1–15. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.36722/sh.v4i1.245 

Syakhrani, A. W., & Rahli, S. (2023). Latar Belakang Munculnya Ilmu Balaghah, Tokoh-Tokoh, Karya-

Karyanya dan Aspek-Aspeknya. Mushaf Journal, 3(1), 1–14. 

https://www.mushafjournal.com/index.php/mj/article/view/88 

Syihabuddin, M., Manggala, K., Nurkholisoh, S., & Ansharah, I. I. (2024). The Interrelation of 

Balaghah and Egypt: Study of Amin al-Khuli’s Thought. Tsaqofiya: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa 

Dan Sastra Arab, 6(2), 406–421. https://doi.org/10.21154/tsaqofiya.v6i2.403 

Taufiqurrochman, R. (2010). Resistematisasi dan Restrukturalisasi Ilmu Ma’ani Dalam Desain 

Pembelajaran Ilmu Balaghah. Lingua: Jurnal Ilmu Bahasa Dan Sastra, 5(1), 1–17. 

https://doi.org/10.18860/ling.v5i1.615 

Ummah, S. R. (2021). Penggunaan Balaghatul Qur’an Sebagai Alternatif Pembelajaran Ilmu Balaghah. 

Fikroh: Jurnal Pemikiran Dan Pendidikan Islam, 14(2), 158–183. 

https://doi.org/10.37812/fikroh.v14i2.221 

Wahyudi, H., Hidayat, H., & Hakim, S. W. (2020). Pemikiran Gramatikal Bahasa Arab Oleh Linguistik 

Arab (Studi Tokoh Lintas Madzhab Nahwu). Al-Fikra: Jurnal Ilmiah Keislaman, 19(1). 

https://doi.org/10.24014/af.v19i1.10235 

 

 


